INDEX

A

AAAs (Area Agencies on Aging), 185
Abuse of conservatee
agencies to contact, 180-181
checking for signs of, 46, 74
Account and report
of cash transactions, 111-112
contents of, 131-132, 195
court hearings on, 133
court requirements for, 135-136
deadlines of, 131
final account, 133, 161
final account, by temporary conservator, 18
first and subsequent accounts, 132-133
format of accounting, 132, 137
objections to, 133-134
with original bank statements, 136
record-keeping tips for, 110-113, 134-135
with request for fees, 139, 195
with request for fees, sample, 221-226
sample accounting, 208-220
sample petition and report, 197-207
for small estates, 137
when to prepare, 134
who prepares, 132, 137, 195
Account current, defined, 133

Accounting. See Account and report
Address changes
of conservatee, 31-32, 36, 84-85
of conservator, 32, 85
ADHC (adult day health care), 66
Advance Health Care Directive, 51
Aides
communications notebook for, 67-71
employment records on, 122
employment taxes on, 123-125
hiring of, 64-65
protecting conservatee’s possessions from,
64, 109
residency requirements for, 123
services provided by, 56, 63
tips for working with, 65-66
Alcoholics, 5
Allowance (personal spending money), 11, 112
Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs), 185
Assessment of conservatee
by court investigator, 153-154
of limited conservatee, 20
resources to assist with, 30, 63, 144,
181-182
sample worksheet for, 145-148
Assets. See also Bank accounts; Estate of
conservatee; Income
co-ownership of, 93-94, 98-99, 104
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estate without, 13, 158-159
excluded from conservatorship, types of,
91-93
gifts of, 129, 141
how to find, 93
insurance coverage of, 120, 126
Inventory and Appraisal of, 78, 105,
107-108, 189-190
Inventory and Appraisal of, sample,
191-194
investment of, 86, 114
management of, summarized, 3, 85-86
mistakes to avoid in managing, 141-142
record-keeping of, 110-113, 134-135
sale of, how to prevent, 82, 104
sale of, rules for, 17, 37, 115-116,
117-118
storage and protection of, 109
types of, 90-91
Attorneys. See Lawyers, when to consult;
Lawyers of conservatee;
Lawyers of conservator
Automatic deposits to accounts, 134
Automobiles, 74-75, 104-105, 120

B

Bank accounts. See also Charge accounts;

Checking accounts

blocked accounts, 80-81

changing ownership of, 97-98

for conservatee’s personal use, 98

co-ownership of, 93-94, 98-99

with designated beneficiary, 99

getting information on, 94

getting information on, sample letter,
95-96

opening new accounts, 94

organizing, for accounting, 134-135

original statements from, 136

with powers of attorney, 94, 97

separate, for conservator and conservatee,
99, 141

Bathing, 56
Beneficiaries
change of, 119
of Pay on Death accounts, 99
of stocks and bonds, 104
Blank copies of Judicial Council forms,
Appendix F/235-272
Blocked accounts, 80-81
Blue Shield, problems with, 175
Board-and-care facilities
licensing and regulation of, 180
ombudsman resource for, 181
services of, 35
Bond for the estate, 78
conservator’s release from, 161
filing of, 79, 153
payment of first years premium on, 138
purpose of, 5
required amount of, 80-81
Bonds. See Stocks and bonds
Brain-impaired adults, families of, 179
Burial arrangements, 129, 130-131

C

California Department of Aging
HICAP phone number, 186
HICAP services, 175
ombudsman phone number, 181
ombudsman program, 35, 46, 74
California Department of Health Services, 36
phone number, 181
California Department of Insurance, 175
California Department of Rehabilitation, 73.
See also Regional Centers for the
Developmentally Disabled
California Department of Social Services
licensing and regulation by, 36, 180
phone numbers, 180
California Franchise Tax Board
for copies of tax returns, 120-121
Web site, 125
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California HMO Help Center, 175
California Major Risk Medical Insurance, 48
Care facilities
abuse or improper care in, 46, 74
criteria for selection of, 33, 34-35
diet and nutrition in, 59
funeral home information for, 131
licensing and certification of, 36, 180-181
Medi-Cal coverage, 66, 169, 170
Medicare coverage and exclusions, 165,
172, 173
ombudsman resource for, 181
Patient’s Bill of Rights in, 11
quality of life suggestions for, 46-47
questions to ask, before selecting, 37-45
types of, 35-36
Cars, 74-75, 104-105, 120
Case managers
referrals to, 182
services of, 63, 144, 181-182
Cash assets
defined, 189
Inventory and Appraisal of, 105, 107-108,
189-190
Inventory and Appraisal of, sample, 193
Cash expenditures
by conservatee for personal use, 11, 112
record-keeping and reimbursement of,
111, 135, 136, 141
Certification of life-care facilities, 36, 180
Certified copy of Letters. See also Letters of
Conservatorship
actions requiring, 6-8
how to obtain, 7, 28, 30, 78, 153
recording of, with county recorder, 82-83,
104
Change of Residence Notice, 31, 36-37, 84-85
blank form, 251
Charge accounts
cancellation of, 105
cancellation of, sample letter, 106
Checking accounts
all expenditures from, 111, 135
all income into, 99, 111, 134

automatic deposits to, 134
for conservatee’s personal use, 98
records of, for accounting, 110-111
Chronic alcoholics, 5
Cleanliness and grooming, 56
Clerk of probate court. See Court clerk
Clothing, 59-61
Communications notebook
activity log of, 70-71
doctors’ instruction log of, 68
medication log of, 69
reason to use, 67
Community property ownership, 92-93
Community services
case management, 63, 144, 181-182
cost of, 62
counseling programs, 72
day programs, 66—67
for developmentally disabled, 23-25,
66-67, 182-183
for developmentally disabled, list of,
184-185
education programs, 73
elderly care, 185-186
in-home care, 63-65
legal assistance, 187-188
licensing and certification agencies, 36,
180-181
meal programs, 63
Medicare information, 167, 187
referrals to, 179
respite care for caregivers, 72-73, 179
senior centers, 66
Social Security information, 188
travel arrangements, 72
types of, 178
videotape on, vi, 177
work-training programs, 24-25, 73
Conservatee. See also Developmentally
disabled; Home of conservatee
abuse of, protection from, 46, 74, 180-181
address or phone number changes of,
31-32, 36, 84-85
Advance Health Care Directive of, 51
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aides for, in the home, 63-64, 65-66

cleanliness of, 56

clothing of, 59-61

conservatorships of, types of, 3-5

death of, 98-99, 157, 159, 161

dental care of, 54

diet/nutrition of, 57-59

driving by, 74-75

education programs for, 73

emergency response devices for, 72

foot care of, 55

funeral/burial arrangements for, 130-131

health insurance of, 48, 119

income tax returns of, 120-121

life insurance of, 119

marital or domestic partnerships of,
changes in, 11-12

medical devices for, 54-55, 165, 166

medications of, 52, 53-54, 69

personal needs assessment of, 20, 30, 144,
153-154

personal needs assessment of, sample
worksheet, 145-148

personal spending money of, 11, 98, 105,
112

recreational activities for, 61-62, 66—67

residence of, criteria for, 32-35

retirement plans of, 114-115

rights of, 10-11, 31

status reports on, 150

travel arrangements for, 62, 72, 75

trusts of, 92, 98-99, 129-130

wills of, 128-129

work-training programs for, 24-25, 73

Conservator of the estate. See also Account

and report; Estate of conservatee;
Inventory and Appraisal; Plan of
conservatorship
address or phone number changes of, 85
bank accounts of, need for separate, 99,
141
bond requirement for, 78, 79, 80-81
and conservator of the person, 8, 30, 35,
84

conservatorship plan of, 84

death of, 160

defined, 2

duties of, summarized, 3, 78-79, 85-86

employment responsibilities of, 122-125

fees of, with court approval, 138-139, 142

at hearings on account and report, 133

illness of, 159

landlord responsibilities of, 126-128

lawyer’s relationship with, 8-9, 155

Letters recorded by, 82-83

in limited conservatorship, 22

in LPS conservatorship, 5

notice of appointment as, 86—-88

from out of the area, 9

persons who may act as, 1-2, 11-12

qualifying to serve as, 5-6, 79-80

readings suggested for, 227-231

record of services by, sample, 140

reimbursed expenses of, 111, 135, 136,
141

release of, by the court, 161

removal of, reasons for, 8, 80, 99, 138,
160

resignation of, 159-160

signature/identification of, 89

substituted judgment petition by, 129

Conservator of the person. See also

Conservatee; Health care decisions;
Plan of Conservatorship

address or phone number changes of, 32

aides hired/monitored by, 63-66

assessment of conservatee by, 20, 30,
143-144

assessment worksheet of, sample, 145-148

communications notebook of, 67-71

and conservator of the estate, 8, 30, 35, 84

conservatorship plan of, 31

death of, 160

defined, 2

driving concerns of, 74-75

duties of, summarized, 2-3, 28

with exclusive authority for medical
decisions, 50-51
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illness of, 159
lawyer’s relationship with, 8-9
in limited conservatorship, 21-22
medications monitored by, 52, 53-54, 69
from out of the area, 9, 75-76
persons who may act as, 1-2, 11-12
qualifying to serve as, 5-6, 29
readings suggested for, 227-231
recreational responsibilities of, 61-62, 66
release of, by the court, 161
removal of, by the court, 8, 160
residential arrangements by, 32—-35
resignation of, 159-160
status report requirement for, 150
Conservatorship plan. See Plan of
conservatorship
Conservatorships. See also Conservator of the
estate; Conservator of the person;

Limited conservatorships; Temporary

conservatorships
communication’s importance to, 8-9
conservatee’s rights regarding, 10-11, 31
end of, reasons for, 13, 23, 157-160
Lanterman-Petris-Short type of, 4-5
lawyers experienced with, 187-188
probate types of, 3-4
suggested readings on, 227-231
videotape on, vi, 177
Continuing-care (life-care) facilities, 36, 180
Contracts
in limited conservatorship, 22
signing of, by conservator, 89
Co-ownership of assets, 93-94, 98-99, 104
Costs. See Expenditures; Fees of conservators
and lawyers
Counseling programs, 72
County health services, 171
County recorders
recording Letters with, 82, 104
sample letter to, 83
Court approval. See also Court notification
actions requiring, summarized, 9
for blocked accounts, 80-81
for cash allowance for conservatee, 112

for change in beneficiary of insurance
policy, 119
for exclusive authority to make medical
decisions, 50
expenditures not requiring, 138
for fees to lawyers and conservators,
138-139, 142, 155
of final accounting, 161
for gifts from the estate, 141
for investment of assets, 86
of limited conservator’s actions, 20-22
medical treatments requiring, 22, 51, 52
for moving conservatee from home, 16-17
for reimbursed travel expenses, 76
of resignation of conservator, 159
for sale of assets, 17, 37, 115-116,
117-118
for substituted judgment petition, 129,
130
Court clerk
address changes to, 32
certified Letters from, 7, 30, 153
documents filed with, 6, 79, 152-153
Court confirmation for sale of property,
117-118
Court investigators
for assessment referral, 30
copies of correspondence to, 32, 85
duties of, 10, 116, 153-154
of limited conservatorship, 23, 158
Court notification. See also Court approval
of address or phone number changes,
31-32, 36, 84-85
of bank account ownership changes, 98
of marital or domestic partnership
changes, 11-12
of safe deposit box changes, 100
Credit cards
cancellation of, 105
cancellation of, sample letter, 106
Custodial nursing care
insurance for, 173
Medicare’s exclusion of, 165, 172
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D

Day programs, 66-67
Death
accounts paid on, 99
of conservatee, 157, 159, 161
of conservator, 160
Medi-Cal claims after, 170
Definitions of terms. See Glossary 273-288
Dementia, conservatees with, 33, 51
Dental care, 54
Developmentally disabled
day programs for, 66—-67
end of conservatorship of, 23, 158, 160
limited conservatorship of, 20-22
medical conditions of, 4
regional center services for, 23-25,
182-183
regional centers for, list of, 184-185
self-reliance goal for, 19
suggested readings on, 227-228
Diet and nutrition
for conservatee with medical problems, 57
problems that may affect, 54, 57-58
questions to ask care facility, 43-44
ways to improve, at home, 58
ways to improve, in care facility, 59
Doctors. See also Health care decisions
instructions of, in notebook, 68
medications prescribed by, 52
tips for working with, 53-54
Domestic partnerships
changes in, 11-12
between elderly persons of opposite sex,
13
Dread disease insurance policies, 173-174
Driving risks, 74-75
Drugs. See Medications
Durable power of attorney, defined, 97
Duties of Conservator and Acknowledgment of
Receipt of Handbook, 29, 79
blank form, 258-261

E

Education programs for conservatee, 73
Elderly persons
community services for, 185
health insurance advice for, 48, 175, 186
of opposite sex, in domestic partnerships,
13
suggested readings on, 228-231
Electroshock therapy, 52
Emergency situations
actions allowed in, by temporary
conservator, 16-17
response devices for, 72
Employment records of the estate
checklist, 123-125
requiring four-year retention, 122
Web sites for forms and publications, 125
Estate of conservatee. See also Assets;
Expenditures; Income
bank accounts of, 94, 97-99, 141
community and separate property of,
92-93
conservatorships of, types of, 3-5
co-owned property of, 93-94, 98-99, 104
employment records of, 122
employment records of, checklist,
123-125
end of conservatorship of, 13, 157-160
gifts from, 129, 141
insurance coverage of, 119-120, 126
Inventory and Appraisal of, 78, 105,
107-108, 189-190
Inventory and Appraisal of, sample,
191-194
management of, summarized, 3, 78-79,
85-86
mistakes to avoid in managing, 141-142
paying expenses from, 138-139
plan for conservatorship of, 84, 143-144,
149-150
rental property of, 126-128
safe deposit box of, 100-101
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signing as conservator of, 89
stocks and bonds of, 101-104, 113, 118
vacant property of, 120, 128
vehicles of, 74-75, 104-105, 120
Exclusive authority for medical treatment,
50-51
petition for, blank form, 264-265
Executor of the will, 129, 131
Ex Parte Petition for Approval of Sale of
Personal Property and Order, 118
blank form, 249-250
Ex Parte Petition for Authority to Sell
Securities and Order, 118
blank form, 247-248
Expenditures. See also Account and report;
Fees of conservators and lawyers
in cash, with receipts, 111, 135
plan of conservatorship on, 149-150
record-keeping of, 110-113, 137
record-keeping of, sample, 112
requirements on, for accountings, 132,
135-136
requiring court approval, 138-139, 141,
142
withdrawn from checking account, 111,
135
without court approval, types of, 138
Eyeglasses, 55, 61

~

Family Caregiver Alliance, 179
Federal income tax. See Income taxes
Fees of conservators and lawyers
of conservatee’s lawyer, 155
court approval for, 138-139, 142
of initial lawyer consultation, 187
preparing the petition for, 139
record of services for, sample, 140
Final accounting, 18, 133, 161
Foot care, 55
Funeral arrangements, 129, 130-131

G

General conservatorships, 4. See also
Conservatorships
Gifts
of estate money/assets, 141
left in conservatee's will, 129
of Pay on Death accounts, 99
Group health insurance, 174
Guide to Medicare Coverage (Social Security
Administration), 167

H

Handbook for Conservators
acknowledgment of, 29, 79
acknowledgment of, blank copy, 258-261
local supplement to, vi, 63

Health care decisions. See also Medications
on dental care, 54
exclusive authority for, 50-51
on foot care, 55
on hearing, 55, 61
information resources for, list of, 49
on insurance coverage, 48
life support issues of, 51
by limited conservator, 22
nutritional concerns of, 43-44, 57-59
questions to ask care facility, 42—-44
requiring court approval, 22, 51, 52
on vision, 55, 61
working with doctors on, 52-54

Health insurance. See also Medi-Cal; Medicare
caution against cancellation of, 48, 119
dread disease policies, 173-174
for the elderly, 48, 175, 186
group policies, 174
HMOs, 174
indemnity policies, 174
for long-term care, 173
sources of, 48
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to supplement Medicare, 168, 172-173
Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy
Program. See HICAP
Health maintenance organizations (HMOSs),
174
Hearing problems, 55, 61
HICAP (Health Insurance Counseling and
Advocacy Program)
phone number, 186
services of, 48, 175
HMOs (health maintenance organizations),
174
Home equity loans, 116
Home-Made Money: Consumer’s Guide to
Home Equity Conversion
(free publication), 117
Home of conservatee
aides working in, 56, 63-65
change in address of, 31-32, 84-85
criteria for, under California law, 32—33
eating habits in, 58
independence of conservatee in, 34
Medicare coverage in, 165
moving conservatee from, 16-17
property insurance on, 120
protecting possessions in, 64, 109
quality of life suggestions for, 46-47
rent or lease of, 126-127
sale of, 17, 37, 115-116
sale of, alternatives to, 116-117
Hospice care, 165

Immigration and Naturalization Service. See
INS
Income. See also Account and report; Assets
deposited into checking account, 111,
134, 135
excluded from conservatorship, types of,
91-93
investment of, 86, 114

paid to conservatee, 112
plan of conservatorship on, 144, 149-150
record-keeping of, 110-111, 113,
134-135, 137
record-keeping of, sample, 112
requirements on, for accountings, 132,
135-136
from sale of assets, 115
sources of, 91
Income taxes
of aides as employees, 122, 123-125
copies of conservatee’s returns, 120-121
on investment of assets, 115
on sale of assets, 115
Incontinence, 56
Indemnity insurance, 174
In-home aides. See Aides
In-home Supportive Services, 115, 118
INS (Immigration and Naturalization
Service)
residency/citizenship requirements of, 123
Web site, 125
Insurance. See also Health insurance
changing beneficiaries of, 119
on employees, 119, 123
life insurance, 119
past-due premiums on, 119
on personal property, 109, 120
on rental property, 126
unemployment insurance, 124
on vacant property, 120
Interest deposits to accounts, 134
Intermediate-care facilities, 35
Internal Revenue Service. See IRS
Inventory and Appraisal
assets and income excluded from, 91-92,
190
blank form, 238-239
completing the form, 189-190
deadline to file, 78, 107, 190
identifying assets for, 90-91
identifying income for, 91
of noncash assets, 108, 155
partial listing of, when to use, 107
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purposes of, 107-108
sample form, 191-194
supplements to, when to use, 107

by temporary conservator of the estate, 18

Investment of assets, 86, 114

IRS (Internal Revenue Service)
for copies of tax returns, 120-121
Web site, 125

J

Jewelry, 101, 109
Joint tenancy accounts, 98-99
Judicial Council forms
blank copies of, Appendix F/235-272
how to obtain, 234
latest version of, 234
mandatory forms, 233

L

Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS)
conservatorships, 4-5

Lawyer referral services, 187-188

Lawyers, when to consult, 9, 155

account and report matters, 131, 132, 134,

195
assets, co-ownership of, 93-94, 98-99,
104
assets, immediate protection of, 78
assets, investments of, 86, 114
assets, sale of, 17, 115
assets controlled by others, 114
blocked accounts, 81
bond for the estate, 5, 81
community/separate property issues, 92
contracts, signing of, 89
court investigator's report, 154
death of conservatee, 159, 161

expenditures from the estate, 138-139,
141-142

filing court documents, 152

health insurance, 48, 173

hiring in-home aides, 65

Letters, certified copies of, 6-8

Letters, powers not stated in, 6

limited conservatorships, 4, 20, 21, 23

LPS conservatorships, 5

marital or domestic partnership changes,
12

Medi-Cal eligibility, 169, 170, 171

medical treatment decisions, 22, 33, 50-51

Medicare appeals, 168

Pay on Death accounts, 99

plan of conservatorship requirements, 28,
31, 84, 143

rental property, 126, 127

restricted access to conservatee, 61-62

retirement plans, 115

status report requirement, 150

substituted judgment petition, 129

trusts and wills, 128-130

vacant property, 120, 128

Lawyers of conservatee

court investigator’s recommendation of,
154

court’s appointment of, 155-156

fees and costs of, 138, 139, 142

of limited conservatorships, 20

Lawyers of conservator. See also Lawyers,

when to consult
at account and report hearings, 133
account and report preparation by, 132,
137, 195
change-of-address form from, 32, 84-85
fees and costs of, 138, 139, 142
how to find, 187-188
Judicial Council forms from, 234
petition for fees of, 139, 195
petition for fees of, sample, 221-226
role and responsibilities of, 8-9, 155

Leaseback sale of home, 116
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Letters of Conservatorship
blank form, 262-263
certified copies of, actions requiring, 6-8
certified copies of, how to obtain, 7, 28,
30, 78
with exclusive authority for health care
decisions, 50
issuance of, and first account period, 132
of limited versus general conservators,
20-21
powers not specified in, 6
recording of, with county recorder, 82-83,
104
Letters of Temporary Conservatorship, 132
blank form, 255
Liability insurance, 119, 126
Licensing of care facilities
of board-and-care facilities, 36, 180
of intermediate-care facilities, 36
of life-care facilities, 36, 180
of nursing homes, 36, 181
Life-care (continuing-care) facilities, 36, 180
Life insurance, 119
Life support decisions, 51
Limited conservatorships
defined, 4
end of, reasons for, 23, 158, 160
regional center resources for, 23-25,
182-183
self-reliance goal of, 19
specified powers and authority of, 20-22
Living trusts. See Trusts
Living will, 51
Long-term care. See also Care facilities
insurance for, 173
licensing and regulation of facilities,
180-181
ombudsman program for, 35, 46, 74, 181
Long-term care insurance, 173
LPS (Lanterman-Petris-Short) conservator-
ships, 4-5

M

Marital relationship changes, 11-12
Meal services, 63, 66. See also Diet and
nutrition
Medi-Cal
administration/funding of, 168-169
for adult day health care (ADHC), 66
appealing decisions by, 171
claims by, on deceased conservatee’s estate,
170
eligibility requirements, 115, 118, 169,
171
expenses covered by, 169-170
how to apply for, 171
Medicare payments by, 171
Medical devices
for hearing and vision, 54-55
under Medicare, 165, 166
special types of, 55
Medically Needy (MN) people, 169
Medical treatment decisions. See Health care
decisions
Medicare
appealing decisions by, 168
eligibility requirements, 163, 164, 165
HMO contracts with, 174
home health care benefits, 165
hospice benefits, 165
inpatient hospital benefits, 164
medical insurance benefits, 165-166
medical insurance premiums, 166
nursing facility benefits, 165
payments to, by assignment or direct, 167
payments to, by Medi-Cal, 171
phone numbers, 167, 187
Social Security Administration’s guide to,
167
supplementary insurance to, 168, 172-173
Web site, 168
Medicare and You 2002 (government
publication), 168
Medicare + Choice plan, 163, 168, 172
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Medications
after organ transplants, 166
for dementia, 51, 52
under Medi-Cal, 169, 170
proper dosage/use of, 52, 53-54
recording the administration of, 69
who may dispense, 65
Medigap (Medicare Supplemental Health
Insurance), 168, 172-173
Megan’s Law requirements, 127
Mentally impaired persons
appropriate residence for, 33
assistance for family of, 179
changes in the will of, 129
counseling for, 72
drug treatment of, 51, 52
LPS conservatorship of, 5
MN (Medically Needy) people, 169

N

Noncash assets. See also Personal property;
Real property; Stocks and bonds
defined, 189
Inventory and Appraisal of, 108, 155,
189-190
Inventory and Appraisal of, sample, 194
Nondurable power of attorney
defined, 97
revocation of, sample letter, 95-96
Notice of Hearing—Guardianship or
Conservatorship, 133
blank form, 236-237
Notice of Opening or Changing a Guardianship
or Conservatorship Account
or Safety Deposit Box, 98
blank copy, 242
Notice of Taking Possession or Control of an
Asset of Minor or Conservatee, 102
blank form, 241
Nursing homes. See also Care facilities
licensing and regulation of, 181

Medi-Cal coverage, 169, 170
Medicare coverage and exclusions, 165,
172,173
ombudsman resource for, 181
services of, 35
Nutrition. See Diet and nutrition

O

Ombudsman program for long-term care
phone number, 181
services of, 35, 46, 74
Order Authorizing Conservator to Give
Consent for Medical Treatment, 50
blank form, 266
Order Confirming Sale of Real Property, 118
blank form, 245-246
Order Fixing Residence Outside the State of
California, 37
blank form, 254
Order for Withdrawal of Funds from Blocked
Account, 81
blank form, 271
Order to Deposit Money into Blocked Account,
80
blank form, 267
Original Medicare. See Medicare

P

Paralegal costs, 138
Patient’s Bill of Rights, 11
Pay on Death (POD) accounts, 99
Personal-finance computer programs, 110,
137
Personal property
estimating value of, 108
gift of, in will, 129
insurance on, 109, 120
protection and storage of, 64, 109
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Petition and report. See also Account and
report
contents of, 131, 195
court hearings on, 133
objections to, 133-134
with request for fees, 139, 195
with request for fees, sample, 221-226
sample petition and report, 197-207
small-estate waiver of, 137
who prepares, 132
Petition for Exclusive Authority to Give
Consent for Medical Treatment, 50
blank form, 264-265
Petition for Withdrawal of Funds from Blocked
Account, 81
blank form, 269-270
Petition to Fix Residence Outside the State of
California, 37
blank form, 252-253
Phone number changes
of conservatee, 31-32, 36, 84-85
of conservator, 32, 85
Physicians. See Doctors
Plan of conservatorship
assistance with, resources for, 63, 144,
181-182
budget of, 110
for court investigator, 154
formal versus informal, 84, 143
personal needs assessment, 28, 30, 144
personal needs assessment, sample
worksheet, 145-148
preparation and filing of, 31
required elements of, 149
reviewing and updating, 150
POD (Pay on Death) accounts, 99
Pollution, property with, 127-128
Powers of attorney for bank accounts
revocation of, 97
revocation of, sample letter, 95-96
Powers of attorney for health care, 51, 130,
131
Probate conservatorships. See
Conservatorships

Probate court. See also Court approval; Court
notification
account and report hearings of, 133
accountings to, standards of, 135-136
addressing correspondence to, 32
authority of, 151
conservatorship appointment by, 1-2
court investigations by, 10, 116, 153-154
evaluation by, to end conservatorship, 158
filing documents with, 152-153
lawyer appointments by, 155-156
personnel of, 152
removal of conservator by, 8, 80, 99, 138,
160
Probate investigator. See Court investigators
Probate referee
challenging the appraisal by, 108
noncash appraisals by, 105, 107, 155, 190
real property reappraisal by, 107, 117
Property management firms, 126, 127
Psychotropic drug treatment, 51, 52
Public guardians, 1, 5, 159-160

R

RAMs (reverse-annuity mortgages), 116
Real property. See also Home of conservatee
co-ownership of, 93-94
courts confirmed sale of, 117-118
gift of, in will, 129
preventing sale or transfer of, 82, 104
Reappraisal for Sale of, 107, 117
rental management of, 126-128
separate checking accounts for, 135
vacant, 120, 128
Reappraisal for Sale, 107, 117
Receipt and Acknowledgment of Order for the
Deposit of Money into Blocked
Account, 80-81
blank form, 268
Recreational and social activities
for developmentally disabled, 66—-67
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types of, 61-62
Regional Centers for the Developmentally
Disabled
assessment of conservatee by, 20, 30
locations and phone numbers of, 184-185
services of, 24-25, 182-183
Remainder interest, sale of, 116
Rental property
laws regulating, 127-128
management of, 126-127
retaining conservatee’s home as, 116
Report. See Petition and report
Report of Sale and Petition for Order Confirming
Sale of Real Property, 118
blank form, 243-244
Residence of conservatee. See Home of
conservatee
Resignation of conservator, 159-160
Respite care for the caregiver, 72-73, 179
Retirement plans, 114-115
Reverse-annuity mortgages (RAMs), 116
Revocable living trusts. See Trusts

S

Safe deposit boxes
changing ownership of, 100
items for storage in, 101, 109, 128, 129
opening, 100
Salaries or wages of conservatee, 92
Sale of assets
in accounting to the court, 132
alternatives to sale of home, 116-117
court approval for, 17, 37
how to prevent, 82, 104
ownership/tax consequences of, 104, 115
rules and procedures for, 117-118
Sample forms
accounting to the court, 208-220
personal needs assessment worksheet,
145-148
petition and report, 197-207

record of conservator’s services, 140
record of income and expenditures, 112
request for fees, 221-226
Sample letters
for bank account information, 95-96
to cancel charge accounts, 106
to change ownership of stocks and bonds,
103
of notice of appointment to
conservatorship, 88
to record certified copy of Letters, 83
for tax returns, 121
Secured-perimeter or locked facilities, 33,
35-36
Senior centers, 66
Separate property ownership, 92
Service agencies. See Community services
Sex offender registration, 127
Skilled-nursing facilities. See Nursing homes
Small-estate waivers, 137
Social activities. See Recreational and social
activities
Social Security Administration office
for deposit of benefit checks, 188
for Medicare information, 163, 167
phone number, 188
Spiritual healing practices, 51
SSI (Supplemental Security Income)
recipients, 115, 118, 169
State income tax. See Income taxes
Sterilization of conservatee, 22, 52
Stock brokerage accounts, 135
Stocks and bonds
changing ownership of, 102, 104
changing ownership of, sample letter, 103
with dividend reinvestments, 102, 114
finding certificates of, 101-102
record-keeping of, for accounting, 113,
134
sale of, rules for, 118
Substituted judgment petition, 129, 130
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
recipients, 115, 118, 169
Surety companies, 80
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Temporary Aid for Needy Families (TANF Web sites
formerly Aid to Families California courts, 234
with Dependent Children), 169 health information organizations, 49
Temporary conservatorships Immigration and Naturalization Service, 125
defined, 4 Medicare, 168
final account of, 18 tax agencies, 125
fixed time period of, 16 Wills
Inventory and Appraisal of, 18 conservatee’s changes to, 129
Letters of, 132 for funeral and burial arrangements,
Letters of, blank form, 255 130-131
moving conservatee from home, 16-17 handwritten, 128
reasons for, 15 storage of, 128
selling conservatee’s assets, 17 Workers’ compensation insurance, 119, 123
Totten trust accounts, 99 Work-training programs, 24-25, 73

Toxic waste, property with, 127-128
Travel arrangements
to avoid driving risks, 75
community resources for, 72
for recreation, 62
reimbursed expenses of, for conservator, 76
Trusts
assets held in, 92
changing account name of, 98-99
storage of documents, 129
trustee’s administration of, 130

V

Vacant property, 120, 128

Vehicles, 74-75, 104-105, 120
Veterans Affairs, 73

Vocational rehabilitation programs, 73
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